
PAGE # FROM     RECIPIENT   DATE

2  RObERT S. bEll JR.   CARl ANDRE   DECEMbER 27, 1972
3  RObERT S. bEll JR.   lEO CASTEllI  OCTObER 11, 1972
4  CARl ANDRE    MEl KATz   MAy 25, 1973
5  ElEANOR ANTIN   MEl KATz   JuNE 11, 1973
6  RObERT S. bEll JR.   VIDEO FREE AMERICA FEbRuARy 7, 1973
7  AlICE NEEl    MARy bEEbE   FEbRuARy 4, 1973
8  AlICE NEEl    MARy bEEbE   FEbRuARy 4, 1973 (CONT.)
9  VITO ACCONCI   MEl KATz   AuGuST 27, 1975
10  VITO ACCONCI   MEl KATz   AuGuST 27, 1975 (CONT.)
11  MARy bEEbE    IVAN KARP   APRIl 25, 1975
12  MARy bEEbE    RIChARD SERRA  MARCh 28, 1975
13  MARy bEEbE    VIRGINIA WRIGhT  FEbRuARy 4, 1976
14  Guy DE COINTET   MEl KATz   AuGuST 30, 1976
15  JOhN bAlDESSARI   MARy bEEbE   DECEMbER 18, 1978
16  DAN GRAhAM   MEl KATz   1978
17  RObERT RAuSChENbERG  MARy bEEbE   APRIl 6, 1979
18  ShERyl PhARR   MARy bEEbE   FEbRuARy 13, 1979
19  EDWARD RuSChA   MARy bEEbE   1979
20  CONSTANCE DEJONG  DONNA MIlRANy  MAy 19, 1980
21  DENNIS OPPENhEIM   PCVA    NOVEMbER 20, 1980
22  DONNA MIlRANy   MAx ROACh’S WIFE  MARCh 28, 1980













































Selections from the PCVA Archive
Letters

From 1972 to 1987, the Portland Center for the Visual Arts brought 
the most vital emerging and established artists to show their work 
in the second-floor gallery space at 117 NW Fifth Ave. Founded 
in 1971 by artists Jay backstrand, Mel Katz, and Michele Russo, 
the goals of PCVA were to exhibit the best contemporary art being 
made in the united States, increase awareness of contemporary art 
in the area, and bring the artists themselves to Portland to engage in 
dialogue with the community. The Center quickly developed a repu-
tation among artists as an organization that supported and encour-
aged the creative process and free expression of ideas. The selection 
of letters reproduced here, among hundreds more held in the PCVA 
Archive at the Portland Art Museum’s Crumpacker Family library, 
demonstrate not only the free flow ideas in the institutional corre-
spondence, but also the materiality of that correspondence in an 
age before email. These paper letters translate the institution into 
a handful of idiosyncratic personalities in open engagement with 
some of the most important artists and arts professionals of the day.

All letters are held at the Portland Art Museum, Crumpacker Family 
library, Portland Center for the Visual Arts Archive.

The inaugural exhibition at yu, Selections From the PCVA Archive, 
held May 6 to July 30, 2011, was made possible by the support of yu 
Founding Members. lenders to the exhibition were the Portland Art 
Museum Crumpacker Family library, Joseph Erceg, Randal Davis, 
brian Foulkes and Fernanda D’Agostino, William hoppe, Christo-
pher Rauschenberg, Michael Stirling, Paul Sutinen, and Seth Tane. 
The exhibition pamphlet, Making a Center Far From the Center, was 
written by lisa Radon and published by yu in an edition of 2500.

www.yucontemporary.org


