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2		  Robert S. Bell Jr.			   Carl Andre			  December 27, 1972
3		  Robert S. Bell Jr.			Leo    Castelli		  October 11, 1972
4		  Carl Andre				   Mel Katz			   May 25, 1973
5		  Eleanor Antin			   Mel katz			   June 11, 1973
6		  Robert S. Bell Jr.			   Video Free America	 February 7, 1973
7		  Alice Neel				    Mary Beebe			   February 4, 1973
8		  Alice Neel				    Mary Beebe			   February 4, 1973 (cont.)
9		  Vito Acconci			me   l katz			   August 27, 1975
10		  Vito Acconci			me   l katz			   August 27, 1975 (cont.)
11		  Mary Beebe				    Ivan karp			   April 25, 1975
12		  Mary Beebe				    Richard Serra		  March 28, 1975
13		  Mary Beebe				    Virginia Wright		  February 4, 1976
14		  Guy de Cointet			   MEL KATZ			   August 30, 1976
15		  John Baldessari			   Mary Beebe			   December 18, 1978
16		  Dan Graham			   MEL KATZ			   1978
17		  Robert Rauschenberg		  Mary Beebe			   April 6, 1979
18		  Sheryl Pharr			   MARY BEEBE			   February 13, 1979
19		  Edward Ruscha			   MARY BEEBE			   1979
20		  Constance DeJong		  Donna Milrany		  May 19, 1980
21		  Dennis Oppenheim			  PCVA				    November 20, 1980
22		  Donna Milrany			   Max Roach’s Wife		 March 28, 1980













































Selections from the PCVA Archive
Letters

From 1972 to 1987, the Portland Center for the Visual Arts brought 
the most vital emerging and established artists to show their work 
in the second-floor gallery space at 117 NW Fifth Ave. Founded 
in 1971 by artists Jay Backstrand, Mel Katz, and Michele Russo, 
the goals of PCVA were to exhibit the best contemporary art being 
made in the United States, increase awareness of contemporary art 
in the area, and bring the artists themselves to Portland to engage in 
dialogue with the community. The Center quickly developed a repu-
tation among artists as an organization that supported and encour-
aged the creative process and free expression of ideas. The selection 
of letters reproduced here, among hundreds more held in the PCVA 
Archive at the Portland Art Museum’s Crumpacker Family Library, 
demonstrate not only the free flow ideas in the institutional corre-
spondence, but also the materiality of that correspondence in an 
age before email. These paper letters translate the institution into 
a handful of idiosyncratic personalities in open engagement with 
some of the most important artists and arts professionals of the day.

All letters are held at the Portland Art Museum, Crumpacker Family 
Library, Portland Center for the Visual Arts Archive.

The inaugural exhibition at YU, Selections From the PCVA Archive, 
held May 6 to July 30, 2011, was made possible by the support of YU 
Founding Members. Lenders to the exhibition were the Portland Art 
Museum Crumpacker Family Library, Joseph Erceg, Randal Davis, 
Brian Foulkes and Fernanda D’Agostino, William Hoppe, Christo-
pher Rauschenberg, Michael Stirling, Paul Sutinen, and Seth Tane. 
The exhibition pamphlet, Making a Center Far From the Center, was 
written by Lisa Radon and published by YU in an edition of 2500.
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